In Biloxi, Miss., Second Class Scout Jim
Corey of Troop 40, Meridian, Miss, . helps
a worker load ice into coolers at a Baptist
church disaster reljef k1t‘chen (Be-h:-w’J
left) Troop 40 Life Scout Duncan Chalk
unloads bags of ice from a\donation truck
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A HELPING HAND... from page 14
Hurricanes Dennis last July and Ivan in
2004, but nothing could prepare them f{or
the devastation they saw in Biloxi, Miss.,
the weekend after Katrina passed through.

[t was horrible” said Rob Corey, a 14-
year-old Star Scoul. Houses were com-
pletely gone; lanker frucks sat on top of
cars; trees were down everywhere.

Troop 40 Scouts spent three straight
weekends in Biloxi, where they un-
loaded trucks and distributed food and
water to local residents. Working along-
sidde them were volunteers from across
the couniry, as well as sailors from the
Roval Dutch Navy and marines from
neighboring Mexico.

Scoutmaster Keith Clifford praised his
Scouts for their hard work. “The cars Lined
up and would come all day long,” he said.
“We were unloading trucks at 7 o'clock
and worked on through the evening.”

Despite all the hard work, no one
complained because the Scouts knew
their efforts were necded.

A shelter from the storm

Helping out in disasters is nothing
new for Yenturing Crew 911, chartered
to The Northern Branch Otfice Scout
Training Team of Conroe, Tex., just
north of Houston, The crew has twice
helped set up a shelter at McCullough
Junior High School when localized
{looding forced residents from their
homes. They prepared to do the same
when Hurricane Rita threatened (he
Houston arca,

This time, however, they faced a dif-
ferent kind of flood: Fvacuees from
Houston and the Texas coast tlowed
inta the school shelters because massive
traffic jams had prevented them from
casily reaching shelters tarther inland—
where the American Red Cross had po-
sitioned its supplies and voluntecrs.

Fortunalely, Crew 911 is g resource-
ful bunch. Several members are trained
as first responders with emergency
medical training. That allowed the crew
to open the shelter without medical
support and to handle intake screen-
ing of everyone who arrived, including
a premature infant and a busload of
Alzheimer's disease patients,

Many of the Venturers also retain
membership in Boy Scont troops, and
they called in fellow Scoufs to help. The
crew cobbled together a meal from the
school’s lunchroom supplies and even
found a way to stock a second shelter
with supplies. When supplies ran low,
Venturer Whitney Davis mobilized
members of her church—in the middle
of the night—to deliver maore food and
health kits from a church-run assistance
program.

Within hours of the shelter’s opening,
the Boy Scouts and Venturers had served
a hot meal to more than 200 evacuees,
but that was just the beginning,

“When we closed Sunday morning
at 10, we had served more than 2,000
meals and helped nearly 600 semior cit-
izens, men and women, boys and girls,
kids and babies, plus numeraus dogs
and cats, two ferrets, an exolic bird, and
one turtle get through an ordeal that
will not soon be forgolten,” enumer-
ared Advisor Jay Walker.

Bob Cargo, a Crew 911 leader who
is also director of the local Red Cross

chapter, was not surprised by how well
the young people performed.

When they went into action, “1 knew
what was going 1o happen and that the
objective was going to be met,” he said.
“MiCullough was probably the best-
run and smoothest-run shelter.”

Oak Mountain Scouts

C(ak Mountain State Park in Alabama
features 52 miles of trails, a golf course,
three lakes—and an evacuee camp where
some hurricane victims may still be living
come sunimer. Thanks to Scouter Greorge
Oldroyd, many of those temporary resi-
dents are participating in Scouting.

Oldrovd, a political consultant, first
got involved at Oak Mounlain when
his sister-in-law, who was volunteer-
ing there, drafted him to help untangle
some bureaucratic red tape. He quickly
saw the need for organized youth ac-
tivities, including Scouting.

“It seemed like the smartest way to
give them some ethical structure, com-
mon Ideas, a sense of community, and
living skills,” he said.

Working with the Birmingham-bascd
Greater Alabama Council, Oldroyd got
Cub Scout-age bovs connected with
area packs and organized a Boy Scout
troop and Sea Scout ship to serve older
youth living at the park. About 30 youth
have been participating, although the
population continues to fluctuate,

Oldrovd said he is especially proud of
the older leens, who are forming a youth
governmenl in the camp, which may soon
become a Law and Government Explorer
post. The group is planning a fund-raiser
to build a survivors’ memorial that will
stand at Oak Mountain long after they've
moved on to perntanent homes,

Restoring a camp

When Camp Tiak opens for busi-
ness this summer, the Pine Burr Arca
Council’s camp near Wigging, Miss., will
look vastly different, becanse Hurricane
Katrina toppled hundreds of trees on
the property and destroyed or seriously
damaged many camp buildings.

But the fact that the camp will operis a
testament (o the dedication of Scoulers
across the counlry. In late October and
carly November, more than 80 volun-

teers from the National Capital Ares
Council in Bethesda, Md.—along with
members of the Philmont Staff Asso-
cialion—arrived 1o help clear downed
trees from the property. They were to
be replaced in the following months by
crews from the Bay-lLakes Council in
Appleton, Wis., and the Gulf Stream
Council in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla,

“The Scouting communily has respond-
ed magnificently,” said Rol» Hofmann,
Scout executive of the Pine Burr Arca
Council, The council even received an
offer of help from Warsaw, Poland.

Council project chair Willlam C.
Evans, who cocrdinated the efforts of the
National Capital Area volunteers, said in-
terest was strong from the outset, “Several
people literally spent days working on
persenal schedules, potential travel ar-
rangements, etc., attempting to match up
wilh us,” he said. Most of them, whether
college students, businesspeople, home-
makers, or retirces, succeeded and made
the trip to Mississippi.

Although Evans was overwhelmed
by the response from so many Scouters
wilh no direct ties to the Gulf Coast,
he wasn’t really surprised. “The ideals
of Scouting—doing a Good Turn daily,
helping other people at all times, cte.
—are nol just for our youth,” he said,
“I'here are a lot of adults working in the
program who believe in and practice
the same ideals themselves.”

‘These efforts just begin to tell the
story of how Scouling is making a dif-
ference after Hurricanes Katrina and
Rila. To learn more—and to {ind out
how your umt can help—visit www,
goodturnforamerica.org. ©

Mark Ray is a frequent coniributor to
The Cagletter, published by the National
Fagle Scout Association.

Editor's note: frt addition to accounts of -
ricane recovery efforts by Scout units and
suggested activities and projects for helping,
the Web site www.goodturnforamerica.
org/disastervecovery/index.html provides
a way for sharing stories about unil recov-
ery efforts and a separate section for unils
to register specific ways they can help and

Jor wnits affected by the disaster o ask for

spectfic types of assistance.

SCOUTING 4 JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2006



